WHAT HI'FI?

SOUND AND '/ SION

ON-EAR HEADPHONES TEST

HI-FI THRILLS

Don't like in-ear buds but want something portable? These on-ear cans are just the ticket

Beyerdynamic
T50p
£240 %k kK

Last month's First Test of the
T50ps was little short of effusive,
The nearast we could find toa
ctiticism concerned the looks -

as a lightweight (174g), closed-back
design ideal for use while out

and aboat, we wondered if their
styling might deter people.

But If anything, that feeling has
been leavened by lining the T50ps
up alongside these seven nominal
competitors, Its alse reinforced our
impression that these cans are,
pound-for-pound, among the best,

There are simply no meaningful
flaws in the way the T50ps go
about reproducing miussic. A
lossless file of Steve Mason's Bays
Oytside sounds full-bodied and
purposeful: there's clarity and bite
at the top of the frequency range,
tremendous poise and eloguence

in the midrange and taut, punchy
basz. Timing is natural, thythms
and tempos sound unforced, and
integration is smooth.

Feed them Duke Ellington's New
Orleans Suffe, and the T50ps don't
break stride. Big dynamic variances
are dispatched confidently, and
their even-handedness minimises
fatigue in long listening sessions,
They aren't wrong-footed by tricky
time signatures and bass notes
start and stop right on the money.

Om top of all this, they're comfy,
resist heating your ears up too
much and don't thump through
their wiring, The T50ps are about
as good as it gets,

==
Rating # % # %
FOR Lightwalght and comfy; controlled,
autharitative and engaging sound
AGAINST The looks aren't for everyone
VERDICT Intimidatingly capable
and quirky-looking headphanas that
deservie full consideration
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